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4 The elements of HTML

4.1 The document element

5 |4.1.1 The htnl element | { < html > 97“@5% HH

Categories:
None.

Contexts in which this element can be used:

As document's document element.
Wherever a subdocument fragment is allowed in a compound document.

Content model: KY Wopom —_— N
I A head element followed by a hody element. I { headgg t bOdyga j:)\EFI (LM\E j

Tag omission in text/html:

An himl element's start tag can be omitted if the first thing inside the html element is not a comment.
An html element's end tag can be omitted if the html element is not immediately followed by a comment.

Content attributes:
Global attributes

Accessibility considerations:
For authors.
For implementers.

DOM interface:

IDL  [Exposed=Window]
interface HTMLHtmLElement : HTMLElement {
[HTMLConstructor] constructor();

};// also has obsolete members IangﬁlliémL(ggia_é:t_e?%%hé&y]%
.

The html element represents the root of an HTML document. W

Authors are encouraged to specify a lang attribute on the root html element, giving the document's language. This aids speech synthesis tools to determine what
pronunciations to use, translation tools to determine what rules to use, and so forth.
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